
 

PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER – Bible Study Guide  

Lesson 2 – Lord’s Prayer Introduction and First Petition 

Our Father who art in heaven. What does this mean? With these words God tenderly 

invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so 

that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear 

father. (Martin Luther’s Small Catechism) 

1. When did you first hear and learn the Lord’s Prayer? 

 

2. Why can we address God Almighty as “Our Father”? 

 

 

3. READ LUKE 15:11-32. What characteristics do we admire in the father in Jesus’ 

story? 

 

4. Why does Jesus teach us to pray “Our Father” rather than “my Father”? 

 

 

5. READ ACTS 17:24-29. What do these verses tell us about the One to whom we 

pray, “who art in heaven”? 

 

 

6. READ ROMANS 8:26-27. What assurance do we have as children of the heavenly 

Father concerning our praying? 

 

 

Other Scripture:  Psalm 50:15; Matthew 7:7-8. 

 



 

Hallowed be thy name. What does this mean? God’s name is certainly holy in itself, 

but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also. 

How is God’s name kept holy? God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is 

taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives 

according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or 

lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from 

this, heavenly Father! (Martin Luther’s Small Catechism) 

7. To hallow God’s name is to ____________________________________. 

READ Exodus 3:4-6, 13-14. 

  

8. What names for God do you most cherish? 

 

 

9. What can we do or say to make God’s name more holy? 

 

10. What’s the connection between the holiness of God’s name and the truth of 

God’s Word? 

 

 

11. READ Exodus 20:7. How does misusing anyone’s name damage and harm that 

individual? 

 

 

12. READ 1 John 3:1. Why is praying so important in the life of a Christian? 

 

 



Luke 15:11-32 - Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property 
between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country 
and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a 
severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 
himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed 
to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food 
to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to 
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his 
father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast 
and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ 
So they began to celebrate. 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your 
brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has 
him back safe and sound.’ 

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 
with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 
with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But 
we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found.’” 

Acts 17:24-29 - 24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven 
and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human 
hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and 
everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 
27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, 



though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ 
As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 

Romans 8:26-27 -  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 
27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 

Also see Psalm 50:15; Matthew 7:7-8 

 

 

Exodus 3:4-6, 13-14 - 4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him 
from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

And Moses said, “Here I am.” 

5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to 
look at God. 

13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers 

has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.[a] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has 

sent me to you.’” 

Exodus 20:7 - 7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

1 John 3:1 - See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A13-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1594a

